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Press release 

Protecting Heritage: Liebherr 

MK 140 Secures Cathedral 
⸺ 
Limited workspace on a historic building: In the western French city of Angers, the roof of the 

nave at Saint-Maurice Cathedral has been secured with protective measures. A Liebherr MK 140 

mobile construction crane was instrumental in performing the necessary lifting operations. 

Biberach (Germany), 24 June 2024 – Construction of the Gothic-style cathedral was completed around 

1250. In 2024, extensive renovation work is scheduled for the church roof, which began in October 2023 

and is expected to last 14 months. Umbrella-type protection has been erected over the 30-meter-high 

roof. Ten elements were lifted to the required height using an MK 140 mobile construction crane, which 

was successfully positioned next to the church, despite the limited space in the historic city center. The 

lifting operations were conducted by the French company Adekma on behalf of Entrepose. 

Entire Roof Area Accessible from a Single Location 

The elements used each measure 25 meters long, up to three meters wide, and weigh up to two tonnes. 

They were assembled at a significant height after being lifted to protect the church roof. The nave is 

48 meters long and 16.4 meters wide. 

The mobile construction crane operated at a distance of 42.5 meters, a hook height of up to 30 meters, 

and luffed positions of 30° and 45°. Throughout the task, the maximum lifting capacities were utilised 

across the entire load curve. Due to its maneuverability, compact design, and boom length, the crane 

was able to cover the entire roof area from a single location while remaining close to the building. The 

steep jib positions ensured the appropriate working height and necessary load capacity. The height 

adjustable operator’s cab provided the crane operator with an optimal view of the loading area and the 

cathedral roof. 

Saint-Maurice Cathedral impresses visitors with a dome vault over 24 meters high and stained glass 

windows from the 12th, 13th, and 15th centuries. The building is listed among France's preserved 

historical monuments. 

About Adekma 

The material handling and lifting company based in Le Mans, in north-west France, operates nine 

Liebherr mobile construction cranes across eight sites: seven MK 88 cranes and one MK 140. The 

newest addition, an MK 140-5.1, joined the fleet at the beginning of 2024. The fleet also includes 80 

mobile cranes with capacities of up to 700 tonnes. 
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About the Liebherr Tower Cranes Division 

More than seven decades of experience have made Liebherr a recognised specialist for lifting technology on all types of 

construction sites. The range of Liebherr Tower Cranes encompasses an extensive selection of high-quality tower cranes that 

are used worldwide. This includes fast-erecting, top-slewing, luffing jib and special-purpose cranes as well as mobile 

construction cranes. In addition to these products, Liebherr also offers a wide range of services that complete the company’s 

portfolio: Tower Crane Solutions, the Tower Crane Center and Tower Crane Customer Service. 

About the Liebherr Group – 75 years of moving forward 

The Liebherr Group is a family-run technology company with a highly diversified product programme. The company is one of the 

largest construction equipment manufacturers in the world. It also provides high-quality, user-oriented products and services in 

a wide range of other areas. The Liebherr Group includes over 150 companies across all continents. In 2023, it employed more 

than 50,000 staff and achieved combined revenues of over 14 billion euros. Liebherr was founded by Hans Liebherr in 1949 in 

the southern German town of Kirchdorf an der Iller. Since then, the employees have been pursuing the goal of achieving 

continuous technological innovation, and bringing industry-leading solutions to its customers. Under the slogan ‘75 years of 

moving forward’, the Group celebrates its 75th anniversary in 2024. 
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The Liebherr MK 140 mobile construction crane was positioned close to the cathedral, facilitating the lifting operations in the 

historic town center. 
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A total of ten elements form the protective screen for the roof of the cathedral. 
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Each element is 25 metres long and weighs up to two tonnes. 
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The construction work is expected to take 14 months. 
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